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hello! takes you on a tour of the most luxurious 
lodges, residences and secret hideaways  

of the royals and Hollywood’s jet-set

It may be most well-known as 
the backdrop for some 
memorable f i lms – the 

hauntingly beautiful 1993 classic, 
The Piano ,  and the hugely 
successful Lord of the Rings 
franchise chiefly among them – 
but the verdant hills and rugged 
coastlines of New Zealand hold a 
tantalising secret.

Boasting some of the most 
exclusive luxury lodges and 
private residences anywhere on 
the planet, this far-away natural 
wonderland has played host to 
many elusive celebrities and 
members of the world’s royal 
families.

The Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge enjoyed some of New 
Zealand’s bountiful luxury on 

their official tour this year, giving 
us a glimpse of what many 
A-listers have long known, and 
perhaps hoped to keep secret a 
little longer. Just few months ago 
Justin Timberlake tweeted a 
romantic pic of himself and wife 
Jessica Biel soaking up the beauty 
of New Zealand’s mountain-
rimmed coast to his 37 million 
followers along with the salient 
words of that eternal dream 
chaser Ferris Bueller: “Life 
moves pretty fast. If you don’t 
stop and look around once in a 
while, you could miss it.”

hello! takes a private tour of 
some the country’s secret VIP 
hideaways to reveal where the 
A-listers check in when they want 
to check out.

A-list Escapes

Contemporary elegance 
loved by VIPs

Justin Timberlake, with 
Jessica Biel, tweeted his love 
of the view. Below: Demi 
Moore was once a guest

Wake up to the 
sunrise and bay views

EaglEs NEst, Bay of IslaNds
Perched on the upper most tip of 
New Zealand’s tranquil Bay of 
Islands, and on a cliff overlooking 
the quaint town of Russell, it has 
been said that Eagles Nest is 
‘somewhere between seven stars 
and heaven’.

The 75-acre estate, settled on its 
own private ridge line, presents a 
spellbinding 360 degree panorama 
of the shimmering bay and cliffs in 
the distance that appear to melt 
into the sunset on the horizon. 

Located within the estate are 
five luxurious villas, four of which 
come with a private,  heated 
infinity pool, and all with a level of 
service – think private butler, 
personal trainer and your own 
Porsche – surpassing what even 

the most indulgent VIPs expect.
Demi Moore is rumoured to 

have stayed here with Ashton 
Kutcher before that partnership 
ended in tears ,  and Cal is ta 
Flockhart and Harrison Ford are 
said to have checked in for a 
romantic sojourn in blissful privacy.

All the villas are unique but the 
jewel in the crown of this exclusive 
hideaway is the modern minimalist 
v i l la ,  Rahimoana.  The four 
bedroom pavilion-style luxury 
residence,  with i ts  dramatic 
floating copper roof, elegant 
m o d e r n  a r t ,  w h i t e / g r e y 
contemporary furnishings and 
jaw-dropping views, even has its 
own private beach, accessed by 
your pimped-up, state-of-the-art 
golf cart.

Harrison Ford and Calista 
Flockhart are rumoured to 
have checked in
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At prices around US$10,000/
Dhs36,730 a night for Rahimoana, it’s 
a luxury mere mortals would blush at 
but that certainly wasn’t the case for 
the Russian oligarch who booked out 
the villa for 66 nights on the trot.

Small touches like the Louis 
Roederer on ice and a plentifully 
stocked fridge of local delicacies on 
arrival make Eagles Nest an ultimate 
in super luxury seclusion.
Eaglesnest.co.nz 
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New Zealand’s



MatakaurI lodgE, QuEENstowN
Matakauri is one of a trio of luxury New 
Zealand lodges that also includes The Lodge at 
Kauri Cliffs and The Farm at Cape Kidnappers.

Erring toward a more contemporary feel 
than most of the traditional lodges, the brightly 
hued, stylish setting of Matakauri mimics the 
action-packed offerings of its popular precinct 
– the world-famous Queenstown.

And like the city of its location, there is a 
palpable chic-ness to Matakauri that ranks it 
alongside some of the most luxurious 
international private lodges.

The Owner’s Cottage – where Kate and 
William stayed while on the South Island leg of 

their tour – 
is befitting 
of any royal 
guest with 

its elegant rooms in beige and grey scattered 
with fur throws, the unmistakable style of 
acclaimed New Zealand interior designer, 
Virginia Fisher, who also put her stamp on 
Wharekauhau. The cottage even comes with its 
own Picasso sculpture.

Recognised by Elite Traveller as “one of the 
top 101 suites of the world” Matakauri Lodge 
showcases an impressive setting, sidling the ice 
blue shores of Lake Wakatipu with the majestic 
Remarkables mountain range as its frame.

VIP guests can opt for adventure pursuits 
such as skiing and snowboarding on the nearby 
slopes or take a spin through the narrow fiords 
at high speed in the famous Shotover Jet. For 

those looking for activities of a more gentle 
kind, take a mapped hike in the woods around 
the lake, meandering past the private home of 
reclusive film director Peter Jackson, or wander 
into town for a whirl around the local Louis 
Vuitton boutique before some tapas at the 
charming Eichardt’s Bar. If A-listers find 
themselves tiring of their high-end lifestyle, 
they can grab a bite at the world-renowned 
Fergburger, where locals and celebrities have 
been known to line up half the way down the 
street to get a tasty takeaway.
Matakaurilodge.com

Luxury, bespoke travel experiences to the country can 
be arranged through Exclusively New Zealand. Visit 
exclusivetravelgroup.com
Emirates and Qantas fly to New Zealand daily.
Visit emirates.com/qantas.com.au
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wharEkauhau CouNtry EstatE, 
waIrarapa
This traditional private lodge, on a 5,000-acre 
working sheep farm, is set above the cliffs of 
Palliser Bay, where the brutality and beauty of 
the Pacific Ocean meet.

Wharekauhau (pronounced farray-kow-how) 
is accessed either by a winding road from 
Wellington or a 10-minute private helicopter 
flight that lands directly on the front lawn of 
the estate.

The lodge is designed 
in the vein of a classic 
Edwardian mansion and 
exudes an old-world 
charm and elegance of 
days gone by. Guests 
gather in the drawing 
room by the fireplace 
each night for pre-dinner 
drinks and canapés in the 
charming social style of 
the traditional hunting 
lodges of the US and 
South Africa.

The 15 private guest cottages are dotted 
around the estate and the Owner’s Cottage, set 
away from the main house in complete seclusion, 
was home for a few days to the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge while they were on their 
official tour. Sources say that little Prince George 
loved playing in the paddock and spotting ducks 
while Kate was so congenial she pitched in and 
helped the staff with the washing up when they 
came to clear up one day.

The tiny hamlet of Palliser Bay is close 

enough to the cosmopolitan city of Wellington 
– known for its thriving arts and film community 
– to draw in the film industry types but 
sufficiently remote to allow the elusive privacy 
some crave. New Zealanders are known for 
their laidback and welcoming attitude, which is 
what inspired Avatar creator James Cameron to 
purchase the adjoining farm to Wharekauhau 
where he and his family have made a permanent 
home for half the year.

Wharekauhau is known for its exemplary 
gourmet experiences and world-class cellar 
collection of superb vintages. Executive chef 
Marc Soper, the Counseiller Culinaire for La 
Chaine des Rotisseurs, and sommelier Greg 
Woodhams are an impressive duo whose 
esteemed reputation in the art of fine dining is 
surpassed only by the warmth in which they 
extend their home-style silver service.

Apart from celeb-spotting in the local 
township, guests of Wharekauhau can enjoy a 
diverse range of activities including quad bike 
riding on the black sands of Palliser Beach, clay 
target shooting or sheep shearing.
Wharekauhau.co.nz
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The young royals stayed in the 
Owner’s Cottage at Matakauri

Wharekauhau 
hosted William and 
Kate (right) this year


